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ment of the city that a Mayor might make. They would
confirm the appointment only of men of their own sort and
a worse sort conld not be imagined. They gave a bad
Mayor full excuse for all objectionable selections that he
might make for he could always say that no others would
be confirmed. In regard to high license, the politicians of
both parties catered to and were in close alliance with the
liquor-dealers, and viewed with wrath and alarm any
measure that threatened to disrupt those relations.

Closely following the organization of the Legislature,
special committees were appointed in both houses to inves-
tigate municipal departments in the city of New York.
Roosevelt was placed at the head of the Assembly Com-
mittee and he entered at once upon the task assigned to it
with enthusiasm and determination. There had been many
such committees in the past but few of them had accom-
plished much of permanent value, for the reason that as
soon as they began to make revelations that were damag-
ing to the city's rulers, the political machinery of both
parties was put in operation to "call them off," that is,
stop the inquiry or sidetrack it into comparatively harm-
less channels. An attempt was made at the outset to estab-
lish a check on the Assembly Committee by a proposal to
have it work jointly with the Senate Committee. Roosevelt
defeated this by flatly declining the proposal, a proceeding
which was fully justified by the obvious fact that the Senate
Committee had been made up, not for a genuine investiga-
tion, but for one of the old kind.

He took full control of the Assembly Committee from
the start, and began at once to make revelations which
startled the city and ultimately attracted the attention of
the country. Various well-established devices were tried
by the disreputable politicians of both parties to arrest his
progress, but for the first time in the history of legislative
investigations they failed utterly because of his vigilance
in foreseeing and thwarting them. Within a few weeks
he had aroused such an overwhelming popular sentiment in
Ms support that all efforts to hamper him ceased. His